Dear Cricket Club Member


You will no doubt be aware that as of Wednesday May 13th the Government has eased some of the lockdown restrictions imposed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In this revised scenario, it is now possible to open the cricket nets if various criteria are satisfied. Over the last week your Committee has been considering how to undertake this so that members can avail themselves of, what I am sure will be, welcome use of the net facilities. However, we must all act responsibly as our primary concern is the safety and well-being of all our members. Therefore, I am sure that you will understand that we must impose strict guidelines around the re-opening of facilities which will be available from Wednesday 20th May and ensure that everyone understands that if we cannot manage this in a safe and secure way we will have no choice but to close the nets again.

1. We will have to introduce a booking system in order to make sure that we limit the number of people present at any one time. Please book using https://owcc.skedda.com
2. Only attend the club if you have a booking, we will not be allowing people to wait. 
3. Only alternate nets will be in use to enable proper social distancing so there will be only two bookings at any one time. Please only book a maximum of three nets each to allow all members a chance to use the facilities. 
4. The earliest slot will be 10am and the latest 7pm
5. Net sessions will be 45 mins each with the next 15 mins allowing for a safe swap over of participants starting on the hour.
6. There will be a limit of two people per net, unless participants are ALL from the same household.
7. Each player must have their own ball and take it home with them
8. All bags and equipment must be kept in/by your net and you must pad up etc at the net to avoid contamination of the benches near the net
9. The outfield has been seeded and marked off so please walk from the car park around the Wickham Park side of the outfield to avoid coming into contact with tennis players using their facilities
10. The clubhouse will remain closed for the time being so there will be no toilet facilities,  we will place a first aid kit at the nets in case of emergency but please only use it in emergency to avoid the risk of contamination
11. Players should bring their own hand sanitiser and use it at the start and finish of the session – the club will be sourcing some hand sanitiser but it is not available yet
12. The club is not open for any other facilities – no toilets, no football in the outfield, no children’s play area and you may only use the tennis courts if you are a member and have booked a court.
13. A member of the group must have a charged mobile phone in case of emergency as the clubhouse will not be open.
14. No under 16 may use the nets without a parent or a coach being available to supervise responsible behaviour
15. Please leave at the end of 45 minutes, don’t wait for the next member and only turn up at the start of your session to avoid social distancing issues
16. The car park gates will be closed as a matter of course so entry via fob if you have one, if you are on foot you may use the pedestrian gate but please wipe down the surface after use, please walk to the carpark behind the clubhouse and not in front.










In summary though we have been through the lockdown long enough to know what is common sense and what is unacceptable, please can I ask that you all abide by the above so that we can provide what is an ever more important opportunity to exercise in fresh air and the psychological benefits this little return of normality will bring.

It goes without saying, I hope, that any persons who believe that they have come into contact with someone who has COVID-19 or are themselves showing symptoms should refrain from attending the nets for the safety of their fellow members. Also, anyone who has used the nets who discovers subsequently that they may have been in contact with someone who has it or indeed develops it themselves should advise any member of the committee as soon as possible. Persons who are classified as extremely vulnerable should also not attend the nets. These guidelines have been tailored to our circumstances but further guidance can be seen on Government, ECB and Kent County cricket websites.


We will be breaking down the week as follows;

Mon                 U11s & U13s + associated parents

Tues                Seniors

Weds               U15s & U17s + associated parents

Thurs               evening only – open 5pm

Fri                    U11s & U13s and associated parents

Sat                   Seniors

Sun                  Morning           U11s & U13s + associated parents
                        Afternoon         U15s & U17s + associated parents


Please note that one lane will be reserved for Thursday evening, Saturday morning and Sunday evening for one to one coaching. Please contact Jon Rodda to arrange coaching sessions.

I am sure that you realise that the club is not generating any income so I would ask that we have a fee of £5 against each net booking and this will be off-set against your membership fees should we get any cricket matches this year. 




David Welch
Chairman

